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Enchantment indeed from this timely play

THE Phoenix Players’ spring production is
Enchanted April by Matthew Barber, from
the novel by Elizabeth von Arnim.

Director Sally Lovejoy chose to use some
up-and-coming new talent in this one, along
with some of the stalwarts of the company.
They all did her proud.

The lovely Emily Roberts, as Lotty,
showed real class and has such pure
diction. | heard every word from this
delightful young lady.

Clare Brown, as Rose, had excellent faCIaI
expression and her transformation from the
beginning to the end was a tour-de-force.

Charmed by a beguiling advertisement
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Enchanted April, Phoenix Players
until Saturday

and tired of a rainy London winter, on top of
their domestic problems, Lottie persuades
Rose to get away from it all - and their
husbands, played admirably by Steven King
and the very talented Courtenay Merchant
— by renting the Italian villa San Salvatorefor
the month of April.

Nicholas Gratton played the owner of the
castle as only he can: with aplomb.

They reluctantly recruit two other ladies

to share both the cost and experience.
Jean Bolt was quite splendid, with perfect
comedy timing in the role of Mrs Graves,
and Emma Hartup was cast expertly as the
not-quite-so-demure Lady Caroline Bramble.

Some rather good ltalian was spoken by
Sharon Cooney as Costanza.

Credit must also be given to the stage
crew who had to work tirelessly changing
furniture and pictures to show different
locations in the play.

In saying that | feel that maybe the
changes did slow the first half and rather
took the magic and charm away from the
flow of the play. — ROS HOLLANDS





